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work. International pledges and treaties do not work. The mania for goods and markets and exploitation of material goes on.
So Europe is upsetting the peace of the five continents. Because of Europe and the European current of ideas and Europe's example of imperialism and materialism to other continents, women in Singapore have to die, Burmese villagers* houses have to burn, and peasants in China and in the Caucasus have to watch bombs falling on their fields.
But being itself a slaughter-house, Europe is now planning to transform Asia and Africa into a gigantic-slaughter-house. It still 'thinks that the world owes Europe a debt, and that the world has to come up to European standards of living. Europe, I know, still intends to appropriate the world. There are the British Empire, the French Empire, and the Dutch Empire. Even Portugal has got a concession, Macao, in China! Thank God the Spanish Empire has crumbled and collapsed, otherwise we would have just as complicated problems in South America.
/ Today Asia and Africa must still be the cows that pro-'duce the milk for Europeans. Why? Because Europe wants to raise their standards of living and educate them toward self-government! Who in the first place robbed them of their liberty and their self-government? Who says that the standards of living in India have improved, and not deteriorated, after two centuries of English rule? Sir Norman Angell dares not contradict the fact that the abject poverty of the Indian peasants is worse than even . that of seventy years ago, owing to English exploitation and the killing of native industries. While I am writing this, the boast of some English bureaucrats in India, "the situation is well in hand," keeps ringing in my ears. I see the Empire breaking, but unwillingly. But unless the